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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR 
Dear FCRD Members, 
 
The Fall Gathering is quickly 
approaching and will be held 
September 27th and 28th, 2016, at 
the College of Central Florida. Please 
mark your calendars and save the 
date. The FCRD planning committee 
is working on the agenda and would 
like your help. If you are interested 
in volunteering, please contact me 
at cappm@palmbeachstate.edu. 
Further information will be 
announced in August.  
 
As we enter into our new fiscal year, July 1st brings many changes to our college 
community.  The Council for Resource Development (CRD) dissolved and has 
entered into an agreement with CASE to continue serving CRD’s 700 institutional 
members. For 50 years, CRD has been the professional development cornerstone 
for community colleges. The Florida College System was consistently well 
represented at the national conferences and we all have fond memories as 
participants in their outstanding programs, networking with fellow colleagues 
throughout the country, and sharing best practices in foundation and grant 
development. On behalf of FCRD, I thank CRD for the past 50 years of supporting 
community colleges.  
 
I look forward to CRD’s integration into CASE and the rollout of new professional 
development offerings.  Fortunately, CASE will continue the programs developed by 
CRD with the following activities:  

 CASE will reconvene the Federal Funding Task Force and offer a grant-
focused conference in Washington, D.C., in 2017; 

 CASE will enhance fundraising training for community college presidents;  

 CASE will integrate appropriate CRD awards (in which Florida has received 
several) into the CASE awards program. 
 

Please note, CRD will not have their national conference in October.  Instead, CASE 
encourages the CRD members to attend the CASE Conference for Community 
College Advancement in San Diego, CA, October 5th to 7th, 2016. For more 
information, visit www.case.org/ccca. 
 
See you all in September at the Fall Gathering.  
 
Sincerely, 
Maureen Capp 
Director of Resource and Grant Development 
Palm Beach State College 
FCRD Chair 

mailto:cappm@palmbeachstate.edu
http://www.case.org/ccca
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Events & Highlights 
College of Central Florida 

Campus USA has given the College of Central Florida 
Foundation $50,000 to establish an endowed scholarship 
for students in CF’s Bachelor of Applied Science in 
Business and Organizational Management 
program.  “With double-digit enrollment growth in our 
bachelor’s programs, this scholarship will permanently 
help students earn a bachelor’s degree here at CF,” said 
CF President Jim Henningsen.    
 
Campus USA Credit Union, chartered in 1935 as 
Gainesville Florida Campus Federal Credit Union, was the 
first credit union on a U.S. college campus. Today 
Campus USA Credit Union serves over 89,000 members 
in Alachua, Clay, Columbia, Gadsden, Jefferson, Lake, 
Leon, Madison, Marion, Sumter, Suwannee and Wakulla 
counties. Part of the vision for Campus USA is to empower its 
employees to make a positive difference in the financial lives of their members and in the communities they serve.  CAMPUS 
USA Credit Union founded the CAMPUS USA Foundation in 2015 with the mission to make a positive impact on the communities 
they serve. One of their initiatives is to make an impact in Education and Financial literacy.  Pictured L-R: Fred Roberts Jr., Chris 
Knife, Tarin Acaron, Jennifer Hunt, Ruby Puckett, Jerry Benton, Keith Birkett, Bill Edgar and Dr. Jim Henningsen 
 
CF received a $416,032 grant from the Marion County Hospital District for a capacity-building project to renovate space at CF’s 
Hampton Center to add 5 additional dental operatories, bringing the total to 13. The grant will allow CF and Marion County 
Department of Health (DOH) to expand their existing partnership, which pairs CF Dental Assisting students with dentists and 
hygienists employed by DOH to provide care to patients without access to care, who would otherwise likely end up in local 
emergency rooms. Further, the clinic will be a resource for the expansion of dental educational opportunities in Marion County 
for patients and others who attend community outreach events. Immediately following the planned renovation, the services 
provided at the Hampton Center dental clinics is estimated to increase 215% to more than 6,000 adult treatments per year. 
 

Tallahassee Community College  
Tallahassee Community College has received a gift 
valued at $1 million to boost its advanced 
manufacturing programs. The gift is part of the 
TCC Foundation’s “TCC. We Rise.” campaign. The 
gift comes from the Pensacola Street Partners 
group, which includes Kim B. Williams, president 
of Marpan supply and recycling company, William 
E. Boyette, chair of construction company PSBI, 
and architect Kenneth A. Sweeney. 
  
The facility will be renamed in honor of Williams, 
who was a leader of the original private/public 
partnership that created the manufacturing center 
in 2010. A special event to celebrate the renaming 
will be held on June 9 at the facility, which is 
located on the west side of TCC’s main campus. 

 

Karen Moore, CEO of Moore Communications Group and a member of the TCC District Board of Trustees, called Williams a 
visionary. “He recognized early on that for our community to have a vibrant manufacturing sector, we needed a place where 
manufacturers could train their workforce.” Williams was chair of the Economic Development Council of Tallahassee/Leon 
County when the original work on developing the Advanced Manufacturing Training Center was done.  “Having worked on 
this project from the outset and walked through the building when it was an abandoned warehouse, and now to see the 
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wonderful classrooms and training space in the building, it makes me really proud,” said Williams. “There’s no building that I’d 
more appreciate having named after me. 

Seminole State College 

 The Foundation for Seminole State College welcomed 
140 business leaders and College supporters to its 33rd 
annual Dream Cup Challenge Golf Tournament 
presented by CFE Federal Credit Union, raising $50,000 
for programs, scholarships and other areas of need at 
the College. The 18-hole competition, held April 18 at 
The Legacy Club at Alaqua Lakes, featured putting and 
course contests, lunch sponsored by Jax 5th Avenue 
Deli & Ale House, along with donated beverages from 
Wayne Densch and Coca-Cola. “We are thankful for 
the strong support of our community,” said John 
Gyllin, executive director of the Foundation for 
Seminole State. “It is rewarding to see the level of 
community engagement with the Dream Cup 
Challenge remain so high year after year.” 
 
For the second year in a row, multiple honors students 
at Seminole State College of Florida were named winners of one of the nation’s most prestigious and lucrative scholarships, the 
Jack Kent Cooke transfer scholarship. Flavio Pacheco, Tatiana Calvo and Latifah Maasarani were awarded the Jack Kent Cooke 
(JKC) Foundation Undergraduate Transfer Scholarship – worth up to $40,000 a year to complete a bachelor’s degree at a four-
year college or university and up to $50,000 a year to pursue graduate studies. “[These students] are great examples of the 
caliber of students that we have here at Seminole State College, and we are beyond proud of their academic achievements and 
their contributions to their community,” said Seminole State College President Dr. E. Ann McGee. “We have had more than a 
dozen Jack Kent Cooke recipients, and both these students continue the legacy of positive change and impact that extends far 
beyond the classroom.” 

 
During the spring semester at Seminole State College, the 
newly launched Alumni Association hosted its Inaugural 
Legacy Awards and Annual Meeting. On May 12, 2016, 
nearly 100 guests gathered to celebrate their alumni status 
and honor Sheriff Don Eslinger as the Distinguished Alumnus 
of the Year. Eslinger, a 1979 graduate of the College’s Law 
Enforcement Academy, has served the Seminole County 
Sheriff’s Office for 37 years, serving as sheriff since 1991. The 
Association also presented its first Outstanding Graduate 
Award during the event. This year’s honoree was Rosmery 
Nerey-Rodriguez, who graduated in May with an Associate in 
Arts (A.A.) degree with a focus in biology. Nerey-Rodriguez is 
the first generation of her family to graduate from college 
and was recently named a 2016 Newman Civic Fellow. The 
newly created Legacy Awards recognize a distinguished 
alumnus or alumna who has made outstanding contributions 

to his or her profession and community, as well as a recent graduate of the College who serves as a role model for current and 
future Seminole State students.  

 
The Foundation for Seminole State College has successfully completed their 3-year, $12 million comprehensive campaign. 
Changing Lives: the Campaign for Student Success publicly launched during Seminole State’s 50th anniversary celebration. 
Highlights of the campaign include the single largest gift in the College’s history - $4.1 million in-kind donation of an 80,000 
square feet building on approximately 10 acres of land donated by the Gould family; a $2.5 million, 10-year partnership with 
CFE Federal Credit Union; a $500,000 donation from Central Florida philanthropist Harriett Lake to name the College’s blackbox 
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theatre; and the establishment of 50 new endowed scholarship and program funds plus a number of program-specific non-
endowed scholarship funds. "Students are the only reason we exist," said Dr. McGee, recalling the words of Seminole State's 
founding President Dr. Earl Weldon. "Students and their success will continue to be the heart and soul of Seminole State 
College." Support from donors and the community surrounding Seminole State College made this dream a reality and furthered 
the Foundation’s mission to change lives. This campaign grew the Foundation’s assets to over $23 million and increased the 
total number of endowed funds to 167. 
 

Miami Dade College 

During the 2015-2016 fiscal year, the College’s Resource Development Department secured more than $33 million in grant 
funds. Included in this total are more than $19 million in federal funds, $11 million in state funds and $1 million in foundation 
funding. 
 
Over $10 million dollars of these funds supported student support services ranging from scholarships to out-of-school programs 
to prevention of pregnancy. Another $3 million promoted workforce programs, close to $3 million were received for 
instructional support, and over $6.5 million to various projects supporting a combination of strategies. 
 
Over $5 million was secured to promote science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM) programs. The grants 
portfolio was completed with over $3 million for the Student Achievement Initiatives project, approximately $1.4 million for 
the arts programs and close to $400,000 for international education projects and financial literacy efforts. 

 

St. Petersburg College  

Governor Rick Scott awarded St. Petersburg College (SPC) 
the Governor’s Higher Education Leadership Award at 
the 2016 Degrees to Jobs Summit in Orlando. The College 
was recognized for their investment in Florida’s future by 
having graduates with the highest entry-level wage of 
Florida’s state colleges. SPC had the highest entry wage 
difference between average full-time wages of College completers (2014-15) and local service area entry level wages (2015) 
among all 28 state colleges. The average full-time wages of SPC completers was $48,948, compared to $19,802 for local service 
area entry level wages.  “Higher wages mean increased economic opportunities for our students and their families,” said SPC 
President Bill Law. “It’s why we monitor industry gaps in real time and adjust our academic programs and industry-recognized 
certifications to align with ever-evolving workforce demands. This is a nice honor for St. Petersburg College, but more 
importantly, it’s about the success of our students, the strong partnerships we share with the public and private sectors and  
the overall health of our local and regional economy.” 

 

Nearly 100 area middle and high school 
students participated in an immersive SPC 
experience that allowed them to meet with 
faculty, administrators and students and 
“picture themselves” in college. The visits 
were offered through the Tampa Bay College 
Reach Out Program (CROP), a state grant-
funded program aimed to provide academic 
support services and enrichment activities to 
middle and high school students. SPC is the 
lead of the Tampa Bay Consortium’s CROP, 
now in its 24th year. 

 

TBC’s CROP activities provide students and parents with high-quality, relevant, and timely experiences that foster middle and 
high school success, increase high school graduation rates, as well as increased enrollment in post-secondary education.  In 
program year 2014-2015, 96% of seniors across all TBC CROP sites received a standard diploma. Of those graduates who 
received a diploma in 2014-2015, 93% applied for post-secondary enrollment. For the past five years, the TBC has been 
commended by the State Board of Education Advisory Council for its high rate of CROP seniors who pursue post-secondary 
education. 
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Dr. Tonjua Williams, Sr. Vice President of Student Services and Dr. 
Jesse Coraggio, Vice President of Institutional Effectiveness and 
Academic Services, each have been awarded the prestigious Aspen 
Presidential Fellowship for Community College Excellence. 

 

Williams and Coraggio will join the inaugural class of the Aspen 
Presidential Fellows, a diverse group of 40 leaders with the drive 
and capacity to transform community colleges to achieve higher 
levels of student success. The Aspen Institute is an educational and 
policy studies organization based in Washington, D.C. 

 

Palm Beach State College 

Palm Beach State College (PBSC) has received a $190,000 grant from the Quantum Foundation for the Loxachatee Groves 
campus, expected to offer classes in January 2017.  The funding will purchase zSpace 3D technology to create a Virtual Anatomy 
Lab (VAL) which replaces a traditional science lab. VAL will include 12 zSpace computers and two 3D printers. zSpace is a three-
dimension, virtual reality platform which allows students taking Anatomy and Physiology classes, perquisites to health sciences 
programs, to explore over 13,000 anatomical objects by systems and regions, manipulate organs, and view specific systems of 
the whole body. Science faculty can also use the 3D images as instructional tools.  

 

Northwest Florida State College 

The Doolittle Institute provided a $10,000 gift to Northwest Florida (NWF) State College in support of technical training with a 
focus on manufacturing and high-tech skills.  The funds will support the College’s advanced manufacturing program with 
enhanced equipment upgrades and program development. “NWF State College is grateful for the generous support of the 
Doolittle Institute,” said Dr. Sasha Jarrell, interim president of NWF State College.  “By supporting the college’s technical 
education program, the Doolittle Institute’s collaborative 
partnership will help to ensure NWF State College is helping 
to build the skills employers need now and into the future.”  

 

“The Doolittle Institute, in conjunction with the Air Force 
Research Laboratory, and other regional industry partners, 
seeks to expose students to high-caliber STEM learning 
opportunities in the Northwest Florida region, stated Steve 
Butler, executive director of the Doolittle Institute. “This 
includes technical skills needed in the aerospace sector such 
as welding, sheet metal, and advanced machining and 3D 
printing.”   

 

Pictured L-R: Dr. Steven Butler, Doolittle 
Institute; Dr. David Lambert, Air Force Research 
Laboratory; Dennis Sherwood, NWF State 
College; Dwight Howard, J.P. Khamken 
Industries/Doolittle Institute; Dr. Sasha Jarrell, NWF 
State College; Cristie Kedroski, NWF State College 
Foundation  
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Indian River State College 

Many years ago, Frank “Pat” Patterson and his wife Loria began a relationship with Indian River State College. Pat was a 
professor at Boston University for 25 years, and wanted to help the local college after he retired and they relocated to Fort 
Pierce.  They eventually established a Charitable Remainder Unitrust and named IRSC as the sole beneficiary.  For health 
reasons, they moved to an apartment in an assisted facility in 2005.  Sadly, Pat passed away in 2006 at the age of 94.  Foundation 
staff continued to visit Loria and send greetings on her birthdays. In May, at the age of 101, Loria also passed away. The 
Pattersons’ wish is for their estate to be used to help students at Indian River State College. 

Florida Keys Community College 

This past June, FKCC sent two teams to compete in the NASA Engineering Challenges program 
at the Kennedy Space Center Visitor Complex.  FKCC teams competed against other college’s 
teams in different technical challenge areas in this “Olympic” style event. The NASA 
Engineering Challenges, administered and sponsored by the NASA Florida Space Grant 
Consortium, provides an incredible opportunity to students from three different Community 
Colleges in Florida to become directly involved with NASA and earn a $5,000 stipend. They 
also have the opportunity to participate in a virtual college recruitment fair where they can 
connect with STEM programs at four-year universities. 
 
The program engages students in STEM Education by focusing on introductory versions of NASA’s traditional challenges/projects 
conducted at four-year universities. FKCC is proud to announce that its teams represented the institution well by bringing home 
the first place trophy in overall school performance.  Highlights of the competition include a gold medal for a high altitude 
balloon experiment that monitored Co2 and Oxygen levels in Cyanobacteria, a gold and silver medal in rocketry, and a silver 
medal in robotics for a Mars rover. 

 
 FKCC received an award to host two foreign students from Tunisia 
through the Tunisia Undergraduate Scholarship Program.  As part of 
the Thomas Jefferson Scholarship Program, this opportunity builds the 
workforce capacity of a diverse group of youth leaders from across all 
regions of Tunisia. The program provides participants with a deeper 

understanding of American culture and new globally applicable skills and expertise to help them contribute to the economic 
growth and development of their country.  Through year-long programs of study in the U.S., exploration of American culture, 
community service, and professional internships, Thomas Jefferson scholars develop a broad and nuanced understanding of 
U.S. values and become 21st century global citizens prepared to contribute to the economic growth and development of Tunisia. 
The Tunisia Undergraduate Scholarship Program is a program of the Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs of the U.S. 
Department of State.  The two students will arrive in August 2016 and will be studying Computer 
Programming. 
 
FKCC has been awarded a grant from the National Park Service for monitoring the coral reef at the Dry 
Tortugas National Park.  This is an on-going project of Dr. Karen Neely, who is an adjunct professor of 
Marine Sciences.  The project will be a unique blend of research and education, allowing students to 
experience the marine sciences in the field.  Specifically, this project assesses corals in the Dry Tortugas 
National Park to monitor the status and threats affecting various species of coral.  
 
FKCC has been issued its first ever Indirect Cost Rate of 45% from the Department of Health and Human Services.  This will 
allow FKCC to recover overhead costs associated with grants, and is an essential part of their growing grants operation.  The 
proposal was submitted on July 15, 2015 and underwent a comprehensive and thorough agency review process.  This process 
culminated with a negotiation phase, resulting in FKCC being awarded a 45% overhead rate on December 17, 2015.  In summary, 
FKCC is positioning itself to secure more federal funding by taking the necessary steps in building a robust grants operation. 
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Polk State College 

Polk State College was recently awarded $20,000 from the Duke Energy Foundation for the 
Bachelor of Science in Education Program.  Polk State College Foundation submitted the 
proposal during Duke Energy Foundation’s Education – STEM and Early Childhood Literacy 
investment priority grant period.  Duke Energy believes that bright futures begin in the 
classroom – and that every child should have the opportunity to reach his or her full potential. 
That’s why they support high-performing, sustainable programs and initiatives that contribute to the goal of building a diverse 
workforce of the future. Supporting effective education programs and initiatives that emphasize science, technology, 
engineering and math, as well as programs that increase childhood reading proficiency, is a critical focus for Duke Energy.  

The Polk State College Bachelor of Science in Education Program consists of two tracks: BS in Early Childhood Education and BS 
in Elementary Education. Both of these programs will have a unique focus on STEM, and partnership with LEGOLAND and Lego 
Education. Funding for the program will provide the state of the art technologies and program tools to ensure teacher 
candidates gain hands-on experience and explore effective practices for the use of instructional technology and STEM 
curriculum resources found in innovative classrooms. Funding will be critical in providing teacher candidates with hands-on 
experience in using current technologies and learning tools as they prepare for teaching in 21st Century schools with a STEM 
focus.  The program will begin offering classes in the fall. 
 

Polk State College makes an effort to share the good news about the transformational 
donations it receives from donors and the positive impact that results from those 
gifts.  Kelly Mutis is currently in the Polk State College Paramedic Program, having 
previously completed the Emergency Medical Responders and Emergency Medical 
Technician programs.  She faced many family challenges growing up and had a child at a 
young age.  She admits lacking direction or motivation in terms of finding a career. 
Working as a pharmacy technician, she recognized that she wanted to make a difference. 
An opportunity within the Polk County Diversity Program allowed Kelly to enter the 
Emergency Medical Services (EMS) program. According to Kelly, the Paramedic Program 
taught her responsibility, time management, and to push through the storms that life gives 
you. She also learned how to be strong when every second counts, because every second 
does count in her profession. And most of all, Kelly has a renewed sense of hope, because 
she has a foundation of skills that she can carry with her for the rest of her life that she 
discovered at Polk State College.  

 

Broward College 

On May 24th during the Broward College District Board of 
Trustees meeting, the College thanked members of the 
Broward Sheriff’s Advisory Council for establishing the 
largest annual scholarship in the Broward College 
Foundation’s history. The Broward Sheriff’s Advisory 
Council Annual Scholarship will assist the dependent 
children of the Broward Sheriff’s Office full-time sworn 
personnel in the Department of Law Enforcement, the 
Department of Detention, and the Department of Fire 
Rescue and Emergency Services. The scholarship may be 
used for any of Broward College’s degree programs, as 
well as all certificate programs offered by the Broward 
College Institute of Public Safety. 
  
Pictured L-R:  Broward Sheriff’s Advisory Council (BSAC) members Veronika Thorne; George Weaver; Kathleen Windridge and 
her husband Buddy Olen; Craig A. Tanner; Dr. Gerard Grau; Zachary Finn; Robert R. Pusins, Executive Director of the Broward 
Sheriff’s Office Department of Community Services; David R. Maymon, BSAC member, Broward College District Board of Trustees 
member, Broward College Foundation Board of Directors member, and Broward College Distinguished Alumnus; and Broward 
College President J. David Armstrong, Jr.  
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The Broward College Foundation recently named Barbara S. Wells to its board of directors. Wells 
is the granddaughter of philanthropist Lillian S. Wells and lead trustee of the Lillian S. Wells 
Foundation. She has facilitated donations to many nonprofit organizations, primarily in the realms 
of the arts, healthcare and human services, and education, including significant gifts to Broward 
College. Under Wells’ leadership, the Wells Foundation made a $2.5 million gift late last year to 
fund the Health Sciences Simulation Center at Broward College’s A. Hugh Adams Central Campus.  
The foundation’s support of Broward College dates back to 1994 with a significant donation to 
what would become the George and Virginia Young Memorial Endowed Scholarship, named in 
honor of a pioneer resident, builder and civic leader.  The foundation also established the Lillian 
S. Wells Fund for Academic Excellence, which funded the Broward College Foundation’s Mini 
Grant program for several years.   
 

On April 27th Broward College President J. David Armstrong, Jr. and members of his leadership team visited six outstanding 
educators in their classrooms and surprised them with the news that they were recipients of the 2016 Broward College 
Foundation Endowed Teaching Chair awards. The recipients, who represent a wide range of disciplines, are: Dr. Edward Cornejo 
- SunTrust Bank ETC; Dr. Vanessa Hormann - Gaddis Corporation ETC; Prof. James Martin - John S. and James L. Knight 
Foundation ETC; Dr. Vijay Parkash - Waste Management ETC; 
Prof. Mariah Reed - Children's Opportunity Group ETC; and 
Prof. Kelly Walker - Presidential ETC.   
This marks the 25th year Broward College has provided 
Endowed Teaching Chair award and is the first community 
college in the nation to establish such a program, which is an 
excellent way to recognize outstanding teaching, service and 
commitment to academic excellence. Thanks to the generosity 
of individual and corporate donors, Broward College has one 
of the most successful faculty recognition programs in the 
state. Pictured L-R: Pres. Armstrong; Dr. Sonia Nieves, 
Associate Dean of Behavioral Sciences; Dr. Edward Cornejo; 
and Dr. Rolando Garcia, Interim President of the South Campus  

Pensacola State College 

The Pensacola State College Foundation is leading efforts to initiate a new scholarship application and awarding process at 
Pensacola State College. The new process promotes a one-stop approach and has quickly resulted in greater access to available 

scholarship funds. Enhanced information and access led to a 32% increase in the 
amount of scholarships awarded through the PSC Foundation when comparing 
Summer 2015 and 2016.  
                                                                                                                
Recently, the 40 & 8 Nursing Scholarship was endowed by the organization with 
a $30,000 gift. This new endowment, named Voiture 1571 of the 40&8, will 
provide annual funding to students pursuing a degree in Nursing. 
 
Pictured: Gary Navarro, representing 40 & 8, an independent honor society of U.S. 
Veterans. Navarro was in attendance to see 40 & 8 Scholarship recipient Casey K. 
receive her Nursing degree.  

State College of Florida, Manatee-Sarasota  
Nothing creates excitement on a college campus like new construction, or in the case of 
State College of Florida, Manatee-Sarasota, the anticipation of new construction. After 10 
years of planning, the state legislature allocated the final $8.9 million needed to build a new 
Library and Learning Center (LLC) on its Bradenton campus. The college will break ground 
in fall 2016 on this $17.6 million project with plans to have it finished by early 2018. Since 
receiving the first half of the funding in 2014, SCF has been busy designing a contemporary 
library that meets the needs of today’s students and those in the future.  
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While the state supplied funds for the building, the SCF Foundation is busy seeking resources to provide the technology that 
will make this facility truly dynamic. Some of that technology includes a Teaching and Visualization Theatre offering a 270-
degree immersive projection feature; a Creative Commons housing a STEM Fab Lab, a media production studio, digital media 
editing rooms and a Knowledge Commons providing quick and easy access to laptops, IPADS, headphones, books and other 
materials. The SCF Foundation has raised $365,000 toward its $1 million goal to outfit the new LLC. 
 
The SCF Foundation is supporting an exciting new partnership between the UF Engineering Program and the SCF Venice campus 
called Gator Engineering. In 2017 approximately 20 students who meet the requirements for UF’s engineering program will 
have the opportunity to attend SCF for three semesters and, pending satisfactory completion of their courses, will transfer to 
the prestigious Herbert Wertheim Engineering Program at UF 
to complete their bachelor’s degrees.   
 
SCF received a grant developed by Venice faculty members for 
$2,583 from the Environmental Protection Agency via the 
Charlotte Harbor National Estuary Program to expand planting 
of a corridor of drought-tolerant native species near the SCF 
Venice Lake. Informative educational signage designed by an 
SCF graphic design student now accompanies the installation. 
The sign describes the importance of native plants and water 
conservation to the greater Myakka River Watershed. Pictured 
L-R: Professor Dr. Andrew Swanson, Grants Coordinator Dory 
McQueen, Associate Professor Dr. J. Woody McCree and Venice 
Campus Executive Officer Darlene Wedler-Johnson at the Earth 
Day dedication ceremony in April.  

Eastern Florida State College 

This summer, the Eastern Florida State College Dental Clinic will help Brevard County 
children thanks to a special contribution made by supporters Guy and Delores 
Spearman. In June, the clinic provided free dental cleanings and exams to children 
ages 3-17.  The effort is an extension of the college’s Happy Smiles Happy Kids dental 
program held in March each year.  
 
The Spearman’s have financially supported that project since its inception to ensure 
children in the community have access to dental health care.  “We’re very grateful to 
the Spearman’s for their dedication to Brevard children and meeting this unmet 
community need,” said college President Dr. Jim Richey. “Our Dental Hygiene and 
Dental Assisting students have long been proud of their efforts with the annual 
Happy Smiles Happy Kids event.  It’s wonderful for us to extend that help over the 
summer.”  

Valencia College  
With the early phases of construction already underway, Valencia 
College held a groundbreaking ceremony for a new $27 million campus 
in Poinciana on May 19th. The Poinciana Campus will open up 
opportunities for many who may not be able to attend classes at the 
college’s Osceola Campus, which takes two-and-a-half hours to reach by 
bus and 45 minutes by car.  The campus is scheduled to open in the fall 
of 2017, and is projected to serve approximately 2,500 degree-seeking 
students, as well an additional 1,000 students seeking job training. 
 
“Imagine how different the future will be when students from Poinciana 
only have to spend 15 minutes on the bus, instead of five hours,” said 
Kathleen Plinske, president of Valencia’s Poinciana, Osceola and Lake Nona campuses. “Imagine how many more of our students 
will be able to pursue a college education when a campus is in their backyard.” 
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Chipola College 

Chipola College was the host site of a Summer STEM Challenge sponsored by the 
Panhandle Area Educational Consortium (PAEC) in partnership with Embry-
Riddle Aeronautical University. Area high school students got a chance to learn 
about drones during three-day event. Participants used iPads, computers, and 
phones to create a map to operate drones. Organizers and students say the camp 
helped teach problem solving skills.  "What I absolutely love about the STEM 
event is that you get a feel for deductive reasoning. You're allowed to experience 
some critical thinking," said Vernon High School junior Tristan Costalas.  This is 
the first year Chipola College is hosting the stem event on their own.  For five 
years the program was part of a federal grant with the PAEC. The grant expired 
a year ago.  Pictured: Chipola science professor Dr. Jeff Bodart works with 
Graceville High School junior Denzeal Boyd.   

Florida SouthWestern State College 

The Florida SouthWestern State College School of Education has been awarded a $19,297 grant from the Nellie Mae Education 
Foundation. The grant will allow researchers at the school to investigate how a change in the way states distribute school aid 
could impact school policies, administrator and teacher practices and student outcomes for online charter schools, according 
to a news release. 
 
“Online charter schools have always been funded based on enrollment and held accountable for meeting seat-time 
requirements,” Larry Miller, dean of the School of Education, said in the release. “This method is not producing the results we 
need as a nation to remain competitive in a knowledge-based economy." FSW’s researchers will focus on a funding model used 
in New Hampshire. 

Hillsborough Community College 

Workers with skills in transportation 
and logistics are in high demand in 
Florida, with more than 50,000 jobs 
expected in these fields through 2020. 
To meet the demand, Hillsborough 
Community College has been building 
out a regional Advanced 
Transportation Technology Center 
(ATTC), a program that will now be 
completed through a $1 million grant 
from JPMorgan Chase & Co.—the 
largest-ever corporate contribution to 
the College. 
 
HCC is adding four new training 
programs in Diesel Technologies, Alternative Fuels Systems, Aviation/Avionics, and an Automated People Mover/Light Rail 
Systems training program.  The new programs will complement existing programs in Automotive Collision Repair, Automotive 
Technology, Advanced Welding Technology and Bus Transit Technology. 
  
It is the second major investment JPMorgan Chase has made towards the development of the ATTC, the first being a $250,000 
grant to expand the welding program. The firm is investing in workforce development in the Greater Tampa Bay area as part of 
its unprecedented New Skills at Work global initiative designed to close the skills gap between high-demand job opportunities, 
and workers with advanced skills ready to compete for those jobs.  
 
Pictured L-R: m left: Ginger Clark, HCC VP of workforce programs; Congresswoman Kathy Castor; Erin Wise, HCC welding student; 
Cisco Malpartida-Smith, GTE Financial and HCC Foundation board;  Mike Dosal, JP Morgan Chase; Dr. Ken Atwater, HCC 
president;  Gary Vien, Suncoast Credit Union and HCC Foundation board; Dipah Shah, HCC trustee; James A. Fernandez, vice 
chair and treasurer, Morgan Stanley Wealth Management and HCC Foundation board; Steve Cona, HCC trustee; Edward 
Miyagishima, Port Tampa Bay and HCC Foundation board; Chuck Peterson, Jr., chair, Caspers Co. and HCC Foundation board. 



 
 

11 

Funding Achievements 

College  Source of Funding Amount Awarded Description 

St. John’s River State 
College 

National Science 
Foundation 

$196,367 St. Johns River State College was awarded a 
National Science Foundation Advanced 
Technological Education (NSF-ATE) 3-year project 
grant entitled “Enhancing Critical Reasoning in 
Computer Education”. The grant will enable the 
College’s Computer Education department to 
redesign the curriculum to incorporate problem-
based learning modules and emphasize critical 
thinking and hands-on learning. 
 

Valencia College Department of State 
Community College 
Initiative Program 
administered by Northern 
Virginia Community 
College (NOVA) 

Sub award 
$215,604 

The Community College Initiative (CCI) Program 
provides a quality academic program at U.S. 
community colleges intended to build technical 
skills, enhance leadership capabilities, and 
strengthen English language proficiency. The 
program also provides opportunities for 
professional internships, service learning, and 
community engagement activities. Participants 
spend one academic year in the United States and 
may earn certificates in their fields of study. After 
completing the program, participants return 
home with new skills and expertise to help them 
contribute to the economic growth and 
development of their country. 

 

National Science 
Foundation 

$900,000-three 
year grant 

The Advanced Technological Education (ATE) 
program promotes improvement in the education 
of science and engineering technicians at the 
undergraduate and the secondary school levels 
(grades 7 through 12). Proposals to the program 
may aim to affect specialized technology courses 
or core science, mathematics, and technology 
courses that serve as immediate prerequisites or 
co-requisites for specialized technology courses. 
The curricular focus and the activities of all 
projects should demonstrably contribute to the 
ATE program's central goals: producing more 
qualified science and engineering technicians to 
meet workforce demands, and improving the 
technical skills and the general science, 
technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) 
preparation of these technicians and the 
educators who prepare them. 
 

Seminole State 
College 

Harriett Lake 
 

$500,000 
 

A portion of the funds will be used for the naming 
and renovations of the Seminole State Theatre, 
and the remainder will be placed in two endowed 
funds. One will fund the Harriett Lake Theatre 
Program Fund and provide resources on an annual 
basis for the theatre to bring in performers, take 
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on larger productions, support professional 
development, and purchase additional 
equipment. The other portion will be used to 
establish the Harriett Lake Theatre Scholarship in 
perpetuity. 

Charles Perry Partners, 
Inc. (CPPI) 

$100,000 Charles Perry Partners, Inc. is building a building 
and a legacy at Seminole State College of Florida. 
From building the new Student Services building 
and sponsoring Dream Gala jointly with Song + 
Associates, CPPI has been a great supporter of 
Seminole State and its students for many years. 
They have continued their legacy at the College by 
establishing two $50,000 endowed scholarships to 
benefit students in need and students in the 
construction bachelor degree program. 

John Morgan $50,000 Funds to be used for a Foundation for Seminole 
State College Endowed Scholarship. 

Edward Blacksheare, Sr. $200,000 Edward L. Blacksheare, Sr., a former trustee of 
Seminole State College, established the Edward 
Blacksheare Young Men of Excellence Endowed 
Scholarship to provide financial assistance to 
students who graduated from a Seminole County 
school with preference given to African American 
male students who successfully complete the 
Seminole County Public Schools’ Young Men of 
Excellence program. This program is designed to 
improve graduation rates of black male students 
by providing mentoring and coaching and 
facilitating academic performance through proven 
methods of support and intervention. 

Northwest Florida 
State College 

National Fish and Wildlife 
Foundation 

$80,000 Northwest Florida State College’s 
Choctawhatchee Basin Alliance (CBA) received 
$80,000 from the National Fish and Wildlife 
Foundation’s Gulf Environmental Benefits Fund. 
The project is titled “Roadblock’s to Seagrass 
Recovery” and is facilitated by the Fish and 
Wildlife Research Institute. The funding received 
will assist CBA in conducting seagrass ecosystem  
and water quality monitoring assessments of 
human and natural challenges to seagrass 
recovery in the Choctawhatchee Bay in order to 
determine the most effective site-specific 
seagrass restoration strategies. The program 
extends throughout the Florida Panhandle and 
promotes collaboration between participating 
entities. 

Broward College Broward Sheriff’s 
Advisory Council 

$100,000 Broward Sheriff’s Advisory Council Scholarship 

Wells Fargo Foundation $20,000 Wells Fargo Teach Education Scholarship and 
American Dream Scholarship  

Florida Small Business 
Development Center Fort 
Lauderdale 

$18,000 Principle / Title Sponsorship for the 2016 Disney 
Institute Customer Service Summit 
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Bosch Community Fund $14,150 Funding for “Bucky” – a Geodesic Dome on the 
Broward College North Campus 

JM Family Enterprises $10,000 American Dream Scholarship 

Polk State College Various  $160,853 TALON Robotics, an intensive educational robotic 
program for middle school and high school 
students held on the Winter Haven and Lakeland 
campuses, culminating in a student showcase and 
competition in partnership with the Polk County 
School Board. Funds for scholarships, materials 
and supplies, and in-kind personnel, 
transportation, equipment and facilities.  

Various  $73,203 FIRST LEGO League, including sponsorship funding 
and in-kind facilities. 

Florida State College 
at Jacksonville 

Achieving The Dream $100,000 Open Educational Resources (OER) Degree 
Initiative – The College will create degree 
programs that use OER teaching materials, with 
the aim of removing a hurdle for students who are 
deterred by the upfront cost of textbooks each 
semester. 

Bank of America 
Foundation 

$10,000 Workforce Education Grant – Funds will be used 
to expand the College’s Culinary Arts program  

St. Petersburg College Florida Department of 
Health Florida EMS 
Matching 

$48,822.75 This grant will address the need for highly skilled 
pre-hospital personnel and expand the 
experiences and training of SPC Emergency 
Medical Services (EMS) students through 
enhanced simulation. The College will purchase a 
full-body adult wireless mannequin simulator 
which offers portable and realistic model-driven 
simulation mimicking true human responses. 

Truth Initiative Smoke-
Free and Tobacco-Free 
Community College Grant 

$10,000 This grant will support SPC’s work in moving 
toward a 100% tobacco-free policy, which was 
approved by the SPC Board of Trustees earlier this 
year and is targeted for implementation prior to 
the Fall 2016 semester.    

CareerSource Florida 
FloridaFLEX  

$31,500 SPC’s Workforce Institute will serve as the fiscal 
agent for CoreRx in the implementation of the 
FloridaFLEX training program. CoreRx will train 
approximately 15 of its newly hired employees 
through its Clearwater facilities, primarily in 
Microsoft products and custom enterprise 
systems.  

U.S. Department of State 
Bureau of International 
Narcotics and Law 
Enforcement Affairs (INL) 
 

$3,199,912.80 The purpose of this 3-year grant is to assist the 
Salvadoran National Police to implement 
successful crime prevention strategies by 
adopting modern, proactive policing strategies 
and partnering with the private sector and non-
governmental organizations throughout San 
Salvador to enhance the capacity of the National 
Police to prevent crime and violence, especially 
gang-related.  This training program is for nation-
wide coverage, but will be implemented in police 
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delegations that the Bureau of International 
Narcotics and Law Enforcement Affairs 
prioritizes.  SPC’s Center for Public Safety 
Innovation will coordinate the delivery of 175 
courses as directed by the INL Senior Police 
Advisor.   
 

National Guard Bureau - 
Florida Department of 
Military Affairs    

$1,000,000 Funding will allow for the continuation of the 23-
year old federally-funded Florida National Guard 
counterdrug training program that provides all 
aspects of military and law enforcement 
counterdrug training support throughout the 
nation.  A focus on counter-transnational 
organized crime training has also been added and 
will be a priority going forward. Specific training 
products/services will be delivered by SPC’s Center 
for Public Safety Innovation, including the 
development and delivery of face-to-face courses, 
online courses and informational broadcast/video 
components.   
 

U.S. Department of 
Justice - Bureau of Justice 
Assistance 

$399,571 This grant will allow SPC’s Center for Public Safety 
Innovation to continue to expand its National 
Executive Session Police Leadership Initiative that 
includes a police leadership website that it has 
created and is populating with resources from a 
current Bureau of Justice Assistance grant. The 
goal of the project is to develop/maintain 
multimedia and other resources on the leadership 
web site to educate police leaders on 21st century 
public safety issues and includes fact sheets on 
current topics of interest, leader-on-leader career 
development profiles, podcasts with current police 
leaders, developing women and minority police 
leaders, and improving collaboration between 
police, prosecutors and the communities they 
serve.  
 

U.S. Department of 
Justice – U.S. Attorney’s 
Office, Tampa 

$19,200 SPC will develop, deliver and facilitate scenario-
based training to improve communication 
between citizens and law enforcement throughout 
the Middle District of Florida in partnership with 
the U.S. Attorney’s Office. These community 
policing courses will cover the topics of 
partnerships and problem solving and will be 
offered in Tampa, Jacksonville, Orlando and Ft. 
Myers.   

State College of 
Florida, Manatee-
Sarasota 

National Endowment for 
the Humanities via the 
American Library 
Association 

$3,000 Latino-American’s Program – SCF received a grant 
that provided scholar-led screenings of the PBS 
series LATINO AMERICANS, recording of oral 
histories from community members that are 
archived on the library’s web site and a bilingual 
story-telling event for area families and students.  
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Environmental Protection 
Agency via the Charlotte 
Harbor National Estuary 
Program 

$2,583 As a result of this project, the expanded area of 
native vegetation will help to conserve water, 
reduce the potential for nutrient runoff, provide 
natural cover and food for wildlife, and provide an 
educational opportunity for SCF students and the 
general public at SCF’s Venice campus.  

College Reach Out 
Program (CROP) 

$41,195 Now in its 24th year at SCF, the college’s CROP 
program has received funding from the Florida 
Department of Education each year since 1992. It 
serves an average of 300 middle and high school 
low-income educationally disadvantaged students 
in the region with resources to motivate and 
prepare them to pursue and successfully 
complete a postsecondary education. 

Anonymous $87,007 Two new METIman medical simulators for SCF 
Lakewood Ranch 

Anonymous $2,850 Three KERI Manikins for SCF Venice Nursing 
Simulation Center 

Anonymous $7,842 2-D Digital Radiograph Machine for Dental 
Hygiene AS Program and Dental Clinic 

Indian River State 
College 

The National Endowment 
for the Arts  

$14,000 

Funding to support The Big Read at IRSC.  IRSC in 
partnership with its college and community 
libraries, will bring Florida author Edwidge 
Danticat to IRSC to discuss her memoir, Brother, 
I’m Dying.  

 

Wells Fargo $18,000 

Funding to support Take Stock In Children which 
provides scholarships to underprivileged students 
who are the first in their families to attend 
college.  

 
Florida Department of 
Education 

$37,000 
Funding to provide additional equipment to 
support campus safety on IRSC campuses.   

 


